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8 $ the extenſive Trade of y your Mem- 
bers, and the Importance of your 
Credit and Reputation, have made 

you of ſuch Conſequence to this Kin 

you will not be ſurpriſed, that I particu» 

larly Addreſs myſelf to you on this in- 

tereſting Criſis of our publick Affairs; for 
it has been of late ſo much the Cuſtom of 
your City to take the Lead of the Nation, 
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and perhaps in the Concerns of Trade not 
unjuſtly, that great Part of the Realm 
keep their Eyes fixed on your Behaviour, 
Sund are in many Things given to follow 
as you point out the Way ; or to be pleaſed 
or diſpteaſed, according to the Humour 
and * of their Metropolis. | 


Ix this rege dn of the Nation in your 
Favour, Gentlemen, ſhould make you, as 
indeed it ought, proud of your Influence, 
and zealous for the Honour of your Cor- 
poration ; ſo it ought to make you careful, 
to uſe that Influence in ſuch a Manner, as 
may be moſt ſuitable to the Intereſt of the 
_ Conſtitution, and to the Support of the 
Liberties and Laws of that Kingdom, in 
whoſe Welfare vou are ſo erh kon- 
cerned. I 

Wrey his on Majeſty, the Native 
Pride.of England, a Prince born and edu- 
cated in your Qwn Country, firſt aſcended 
the Throne (where' God grant him. long 
tos 'copfinye, no Part of the Kingdom 

Were 
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were more forward to ſhew their Joy on 


that happy Occaſion than yourſelves ; nor, 
do I believe, any Sett of Men in the Na- 


tion were more loyal, or more firmly at- 


tached to their Sovereign, than the Citi- 
zens of London. His Majeſty's gracious 


Reception of you, on all Occaſions, deſer- 
vedly encreaſed your Affection; for I do 


not think the Rudeneſs offered to a great , 


Perſonage in the Theatres, ſoon after 


the Death of King George the Second, 1s 
to be eſteemed as an Affront, deſigned to 
ſhew the Senſe and Opinion of the City, 


but rather the riotous Product of ſome 
ſuch illiterate and indecent Diſturbers of 


the common Peace, as have made a very 
Tidiculous Figure in the fame Place on a 
later Occaſion, 


Ou Succeſſes Abroad, and the Increaſe 
of your Trade, even in the Midſt of an 
expenſive War, gave you frequent Oppor- 
tunities of teſtifying your Gratitude to 
your Prince, and of contemplating a Bleſ- 
ſing, whom Heaven ſeemed to have given 


to 


r —— — IS 


— ww *; It 
I 
ry 


[ 3 1 

to England, in the moſt memorable Era 
of their Glory and Honour. His early 
Intentions: of ſecuring, if poſſible, theſe 
Ilories to you by Marriage, and the hap- 
py Conſequences of his Alliance with a 
| Proteſtant Princeſs, in the Birth of a Royal 
Heir, till added to his Splendor, and 
your Security and Happineſs. - 


Bur even in the Midſt of theſe Glories 
and Succeſſes, ſome weak Heads appeared 
willing to blaſt your Comforts, by baſe, 
low, and ſcurrilous Tales; and, I fear, too 
many of thoſe in your City, who were ne- 
ver before wanting in Reſpect, lent a cre- 
dulous Ear to Lies, which, tho they had 
not even the Face of a bare Poſſibility to 
gain any Credit, yet certainly ſerved to 
leſſen Reſpect, while they caſt a ludicrous 
and infamous Reflection on the higheſt 
Perſonages of the Realm. Baſe and ſean- 
dalous as theſe wretched Scurrilities might 
appear to Men of Senſe and Diſcernment, 
yet the Storms which were gathering a- 
round, gave us too much Reaſon to con- 


clude, 
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clude, org what Quarter the dark Ar- 


rows were caſt; and your City's general 


Approbation of a certain rejected Miniſter, 
who, till that Time of Day, had deſerved 
your utmoſt Love, made theſe Things 


more tolerated among you, than they 


550 
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1 was the Cauſe of that Mi- 
lifters Retirement, you were ſo warm in 
his Intereſt, that I am obliged to ſay, I 


think you neglected one of the beſt and 


greateſt of your Friends, nay, almoſt af- 
fronted him, to follow the Humours of a 


Man, who ſhewed, in his Oppoſition, but 


little Love for the Country he once ſo much 


adorned; I mean, if a religious Regard to 


preſerve inviolable all the Privileges of the 
Conſtitution to each Branch of it, be deem- 
ed, as it certainly ought to be, a Love of 
our Country 3 and to add to your Infatua- 


tion, an old Offender, who had long been 
your Deriſion and Scorn, began to grow 


in Favour, merely becauſe he was juſtly 


| Ceſpiled by his Matter, and turned out of 


B Offices, 


Tres 
Offices, which you, and all the Word, 
know him QTR of ming n 


1 [Ini is no Wonder. ns Gandhi were 
willingly blinded, that an Oppoſition, hegun 
out of Pique by a few Malecoptents, Was: 
ſo eaſily ſpread among you; and that every) 
Bleſſing intended you, when viewed thro' 
the ' perverſe Glaſſes of your diſcontented 
Imaginations, appeared diſhonourable and: 
inglorious. It was an eaſy Matter for 
Men, in ſuch Circumſtances, to work up- 
on the Practices already eſtabliſhed ; and 
the Negotiations for a Peace being ſet a- foot 
by dur Sovereign, I ſolemnly believe with 
a pure Intention of benefiting Mankind in 
general, and of encreaſing both the Power 
and Glory of theſe Kingdoins; the En- 
gines of the Piſaffected were levelled en- 
tirely at this grand Work, and every Ar- 
gument and Subtlety were employed, to 
ſet the Nation againſt their greateſt, In- 
tereſt and Good. I do not by this. intend to 
be underſtood, that I think the Peace un- 
exceptionable ; far from i it, there are many 
25 10 — Things, 


OY 
Things, which, as an Eugliſiman, 1 could 
wiſh added to the Articles of it; but then 
all the World muſt acknowledge with me, 
that both France and Spain have ten Times 
more Reaſon to find Fault with it; and 
ſo they ought” to have; and as to ſuch a 
Peace as would pleaſe every: Engliſhman, 
we may as well look: for univerſal Mo- 
narchy, as expect it. For the Trade of 
your City alone, and its Environs, is ſo ex- 
tenſive and complex, that many would be 
great Loſers by the very beſt and moſt glo- 
rious Peace that could be made; and 1 
may add, many, too many, alas ! of thoſe, 
whoſe” private Intereſt led them to wiſh 
the Continuance of the War, have given a 
very deſpicable and mean Encouragement 
to the Enemies of theſe pacifick Meaſures. 
Now, when a great Part of your City 
were manifeſtly miſled by injurious Re- 
preſentations, from a proud, diſappointed 
Party; and others, were biaſſed by ſecret 
and home-bred Intereſts and Advantages; 
'and not a few were perplexed. and conful- 

* n the Intricacy of the Subject, and 
>; B 2 wee 


TORT 7 
were- rather inclined, from their natural 
Prejudice in Favour of their Mother Coun- 
try, to ſuppoſe our Forces invincible, our 
Reſources of Men and Money ſufficient 
and ample, and our Enemies exhauſted, it 
is no Wonder, that artful Men were able 
ſo to dreſs up their ſpecious Diſcourſes 
and Eſſays, as to make Multitudes believe 
juſt what they pleaſed ; for it is a very 
difficult Matter for the beſt Judges, and 


Men the moſt converſant in the Buſineſs, 


Trade, Policy, Intereſt, Strength, Con- 
nections, and Conſtitution of his Majeſty's 
Dominions, to ſay what, upon the whole, 
is truly for the Advantage of the Kingdom, 
or what not, as various Intereſts will for 
ever claſh againſt each other; and as al- 
moſt every Man, thro' his own private 
Connections, has a partial Biaſs to ſome par- 
ticular Syſtem of Politicks ; and it is well 
known, that this Kingdom, and the City 
of London eſpecially, as conſiſting of the 
_ greateſt Number of Engli/hmen, are fond 
of Oppoſition, and eagerly. believe the 
Complaints and Invectives of thoſe wha 
5 | make 
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make Uſe of them, and the reſt of the 
World, only as the Means of obtaining 
their own AI or een 
a Ee 1114558 Nine Son g ni i 
bold 2% veet Vi © 
* theſe, a6 various ather Means * 
Circumſtances, your noble City . was 
warped and, perverted from that honeſt 
= laudable Zeal,, they had formerly 
ſhewn i in the Service of the beſt of Kings; 
and 2 ſelf-ſufficient Miniſter ſucceeding 
the Patriot, yourſelves had choſen, recom- 
mended, and ſupported, it was no dif- 
ficult Matter for the Oppoſition to ſet vou 
againſt, him; his own want ef Policy, 
his own Diſreſpect to the People, and Diſ- 
regard to the Nobility, his Country, and 
his avowed Partiality tohis private Friends, 
deſervedly haſtened his Haren with a free 
| | and 8 Fae 7 , 


Ty v 6, was ks whole Face of Af. | 


fairs turned in the City, and a Swarm | 

of ſcribbling Inſects aroſe, either the | (. 
: Dupes or the Mercenaries of the © Op- 4 
4 | = poſition, | 


=: 


(14} 
poſition, gabst, ** it was to blow: 


the Flame of Difcoftent into Tumult 


and Diſorder; but as the Attack was 
made in Appearance only againſt a Mi- 


niſter, very few were pleaſed with, and 


no Men of o redit choſe publickly * to 
commend: tlie Wounds aimed, 
through his 50 at his Protector, were 
the more ſevere and alarming, till, at 
length ſome, whoſe Impudence and aban- 
doned Morals in private Life had deſer- 
vedly ſubjected them to the Contempt 
of every honeſt and virtuous Man; and, 
who had long deſpaired of raiſing their 
Name through any great or noble Ac- 
tion, now reſolved, like the Incendiary 
at Epheſus, to ſtrike a bold Stroke, and 
render. themſelves immortal, by. a Tong 
Lift of ſcurrilous, defamatory, low, 
dirty and infamous Writings. For ſome 
Time your City ſeemed aſtoniſhed, at 
their Impudence and Aſſurance, and 
looked upon them in the Light of 
mad Garreteers, not uncommon Charac- 
ters in the City, who were flinging Dirt, 
ether 
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either to pelt themſelves into Penſions © or 
Preferments, or be pelted at themſelves 
in a Pillory. And while their Pens, 
though inſolent and abuſive, were di- 
rected againſt ſuch Objects as were ei- 
thex juſtly obnoxious, or deſerved, from 
their /n Meanneſs, the Oppoſition they 
met with from theſe Heroes of Scurrility, 
notwithſtanding that no one could com- 
mend either the Authors or their Man- 
ners, yet, in general, the People gave 
Ear to their Accuſations; becauſe they 
thought they ſaw the Laſh not miſap- 
plied, though they had a deſpicable Opi- 
nion of the Hangmen that inflicted them. 
But this Forbearance in your People, the 
vain Men miſinterpreted and called Ap- 
probation; and- not content with the In- 
famy they had uttered againſt, infinitely 
their Superiors, though not the Favou- 
rites of the Town, they encreaſed their 
Abſurdity with their Fame, and, at length, 
by the baſeſt and moſt pitiful Inuendoes, 
attacked even the F ee * the 
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was received by your City, not with that: 
honeſt Scorn and Indignation that 6ught! 
to have broke from the : Brows»ibf: 
muell injured and offended Exgliſimen 
but was locked upon for ſeveral Days 
with à dubious Amazement;: All Men 
being aſtoniſhed © both at the Boldneſs, 
and at the Madneſs of ſach Writiugs, 
and wondering in their own Minds what: 
Manner of Iſſue ſueh a nefarious Breach! 
of the public Peace would have; in the 
mean Time, a diſreſpectable Silende pre- 
vailing among thoſe Men, whoſe Duty 
and Honour were moſt concerned to ſtig- 
matize ſuch a Performance with its de- 
fetved Imprecations, and to puniſ the 
bold Levellets, that dared ſo openly and 
avowedly riſe | againſt the Face of Go- 
vernment. Some of the noifieſt Friends 
of this Faction ſtepped forward, and, at 
firſt, in Whiſpers only, but ſoon in the 
open Face of Day, they began to ery up 
theſe Diſturbers and Levellers of-Govern- 
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thent, as the Props and Supporters of Li- | 


berty and Freedom; — the unthinking 


Town ſoon caught the Alarm, and too 


many, who' ſuffer the Voice, of a few 
clamorous Brawlers to lead their better 
Judgments, joined in the unh Cry 
n nt of an 


O My Fellow 3 i : 
greater Contraſt could you have drawn, 
or where could you have found ſtronger 


Antipathies, than thoſe you ſtrangely en- 

deavoured to incorporate together. 
HAP our noble Forefathers, thoſe 

genuine Sons of. Liberty, who mixed 


Decency with Spirit, and Loyalty with 


Freedom, whoſe private Virtues were 
only excelled by their public Honour ; 
had they been living, when . ſome fan- 
taſtic Character, the Curſe of his Re- 


lations, an ungrateful Friend, de bauched 


in Morals, the Slave of Intemperance, a 


Brute without natural Affection; and, 
what is worſe, the Figure of a Man 
"© ww _ 


jug” umme — — —— 


without Virtue or Religion; had ſuch 
an one, in the Fool's Cap of .Licentiouſ- 
neſs, aped the godlike Appearance of an 
Engliſh Patriot, how would the juſt 
Curſes of an affronted and offended Pea- 
ple have overwhelmed the guilty Wretch, 
and ſunk him to Perdition. But had the 
Fiend ſtill heightened the Deformity of 
bis Character by Cruelty, and a faithleſs 
diſhonourable Breach of private Vaws, 
and an oppreſſive Tyranny at Home; had 
he dared lift up his profane Voice' againſt 
the Prince of his People, and "openly 


ſtruggle to confound the ſubordinate 


Diſtinctions between Man and Man, and 


introduce again the ſavage Brutality of 


lawleſs Barbarians into a Land of Free- 
dom and Harmony; even in our Times 


bad ſuch a Character exiſted, doubtleſs 


either a T-, the Friend of Virtue and 
Honour; or a P—T, the Favourite of 
Liberty, had dragged the vain Pretender 
forth to public Scorn, and tore the Lion's 
Skin from the officious Aſs that wore it. 
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1 let = Check- my Pen, leſt it 
Goh, too; low, adapted to. the Subject it 
deſeribes; for I make no Doubt, by the 


general Voice of the People, and eſpeci- 
ally of your noble City, our: mock Patriot 


ſtands, condemned, and your chief Ma- 
giſtrate, like 1 — his loyal Predeceſ- 
ſors, would. not; be. ſorry with his ſingle 
Arm, to. oppoſe. ſuch Caitiffs, who. had 
traduced the \Prince 9! F e i] ry 

Foople-,, An „ llt aa does, 
* 0 o * > * 0 — City! 1 Re: 
verence and Love on that great Perſo- 
nage, who ſo early ſhared and returned 
your. Affection; ; if when ſurrqunded by 
Courtiers, whoſe Inſolence taught them 
to dictate, inſtead of. obey, he juſtly. 
and with the true Spirit of an Engliſh- 
man, refuſed to ſubmit: his Neck t to their 
ſlaviſn Yoke, and oppoſed a Cabal, . ſtriv- 
ing to hector over himſelf and you; 3. ape 
| plaud his manly and his royal Temper, 
; on 2 | and 
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and eſteem it as an happy Omen, that 
no miniſterial Tyranny will be ſuffered to 
encroach upon your Liberties ; if led by 
a Knowledge of the private Virtues of a 
good Heart, he ſtrove to make that Heart 
a public Blefling, your Revetence Is due to 
his paternal Withes, however unattend- 
ed by Succeſs: if when ſuddenly addref- 
ſed, by a few unprepared Petitioners, to 
exert his Prerogative in Oppoſition t6 the 
preat States of his Kingdom, he with 
Mildneſs received what his amiable Dif- | 
poſition obliged him to refuſe ; bleſs Hea- 
ven, that his Prudence made him thus 
cautious of reproving thoſe who are, or 
ought to be, the Bulwarks of our Conſti- 
tution; and do not wantonly, according 
to your « own private Opinions, diate to 
your Prince where he ought. to wave, 
and where extend the Power committed 
to him alone, No Man can more fin- 
cerely wiſh to ſee the Cyder-Bill repeal- 
ed than myſelf; let us then inſiſt, that 
our Repreſentatives vote out that Eye-ſore 
to Brits] Freedom ; yet none but weak- 


headed 


3 
headed Men will ever wiſh to ſee their 
Prince, at the Inſtigation of a ſingle City, 
though a powerful One, ſet aſide the Acts 
of the general Council of the Kingdom. 


A now to plead my own Excuſe: 
Weak and yet preſumptuous have I been, 
to talk thus openly on Subje&s far above 
my Capacity, to handle with Delicacy or 
Propriety ; but let my Love of Loyalty 
and Liberty, of Decency and Truth, of 
Virtue and my Country, excuſe me to 
the World, for the Voice of the Injured 
will cry and prevail; and when Licen- 
tiouſneſs ſtalks thus inſolently Abroad, 
under the Cover of Freedom and public 
Spirit, every Friend to Royalty and Li- 
berty will enter the Liſts, and bid a bold 
Defiance to the Enemies of 3 Conſti- 


tution, 


FEN. 


